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DAYTON, Ohio- From designing college programs for prisoners to nurturing the 
world's largest collection of printed materials about the Virgin Mary, this year's winners of 
National Alumni Association Awards from the University of Dayton are being recognized for 
extraordinary service. 
The awards were presented Friday, Oct. 1, during Homecoming festivities on campus. 
John L. Lahey, recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award and a 1968 and 1970 . 
graduate of UD, is president of Quinnipiac College in Hamden, Conn., a post he has held si'nce 
1987. He received UD bachelor's and master's degrees in philosophy, a field that "helps you 
see the big picture and how all the pieces fit together," he says. "Philosophy is practical. It 
influences the way you live your life. Nothing is more important than the way you treat other 
people." 
At Quinnipiac College, Lahey has increased enrollment and fund-raising, established a j 
law school and built 13 graduate programs. He also played a major role in developing a college 
educational program for inmates at a local prison and served as grand marshall of the 1997 St. 
Patrick's Day parade in New York. 
Special achievement awards were presented to three graduates. 
Brother William M. Fackovec, S.M., a 1949 education graduate of UD, has played a 
central role in the development and growth of the Marian Library book collection. For nearly 40 
years, he has acquired and catalogued materials and served patrons and scholars from around 
the Miami Valley and around the world. Fackovec has given lectures on Mary for audiences in 
the community, prepared scholarly exhibits and led tours for visitors to the Marian Library on 
campus. 
Jon J. Major, research hydrologist and a 1980 geology graduate of UD, is a member of the 
"Rapid Response Team" for the U.S. Geologic Survey and is recognized as an expert on the 
effects of volcanic eruptions on the environment. He's based in Vancouver, Wash., and has 
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